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A Note on Malaysian Gunomys 

By F. CHA^EN 

in Georgetown,^Penang,' ^ April °19f5 m the a onT ie h 

of any genus I had seen from th* \r' T the bandicoot-rats 

old skins from Penang inTe RriK^ a (r Pemn3u,a were the 
Cantor and Flower on wWh thsk Museum, collected by 

Gunomys varius and* G. variilus were based! 3 descriptions of 

never seen specimen" amon^ th^m fr0n j Si ^ apore We have 
norvefficus andV rnttus exfm ned^th*'S f ** ttu * 
remains the only authentiW^ u iff * and Penang 

the Malay Peninsula and 1 theTefor^ ^ bandicoot -^ in 

suppose that the colony in this nlfr,»n£ -! em3 . r . ea50na ble to 
brought by shipping from to 

answeringTo^both^mm^ t^riuJln^C COnt % RS specimens 
skulls showing measurements d . C ' 1-ar »{ft», individual 

each form, bit tta sX ear, £ * cl °^' w ' ith the <7pe of 

graded according to sizeanTaUmulM , ln \ serie J- "enly 

one form for which the prior SW£*?*” be refemd to 

and it ririkesTe^beiS °1 Zl!Z 1“ thc B Z* h Mu*um 
are not very worn and the^wmm !i” gls ^ animal. The teeth 
top of the cranium fa not Lffl thoT^? "V"**- The 
strong and the parietal ridges Jfp u'S? ridge3 are not 

specimen referred to varilhn hv Thomlc ® v, ^ e 5««- A second 
certainly young- the cranium K kornas ’ collected by Cantor, is 

The type^f n / an 1”^rmieh old”°‘' e |l 0 e b “ e ZZ in j h ? &W 

ridges are well-m»rlc<vl *»,« u * at * parietal and frontal 

arches strong and the teeth fairly weU worn^’ the Zygomatic 

that iE seems 

material and" when “twenty "skins™ f'"" ? n< 7 aIer than "*«*■- 
Rangoon are comnared£?«, » f u Vanu3 , from Penang and 
Calcutta the differences in colour ^re^ 163 ° f f)€7lffalei } s j- s from 
only of an average character The skin<* n °f mea ” S sfcr ' k i n g an( * 
but not always, rather darker and ° f vaf ? u are usual ^ 

Of the long black Piles inthfnri^J^w r ?T2 above more 
^really adult animals in eithei series^M^A 3t< i! y ’ there are 
of the size of the two forms is not ££"b!e.*' rect con1pans ™ 


Mus. 12, 19.36. 
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The following table gives the measurements of a large male 
from Rangoon and then those of the five largest specimens 
from Penang. 
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In all cases the maxima of the above ranges slightly exceed 
those given by Hossack (pp. 68—72) for bengalensis in Calcutta 
but this comparison excludes a Calcutta male in which the skull 
is 50 mm. in its greatest length because this animal was regarded 
by Hossack as possibly a hybrid with R. norvegicus although it 
seems doubtful if it is anything more than a very large 
G. bengalensis. 

The mamma in the Penang series are usually seven on 
each side but in one female there are eight. 

An outlying form of this species is Gunomys bengalensis 
sundavensis Kloss (1921): judging from the material in front 
of me it seems a recognisable race on the characters ascribed 
to it in the original description. 
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